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Inspirig, Energetic, Nourishmg... The Parish Misston!

By Patrick R. Pearsey

The 2rd Parish Mission in the history of St. Gabriel Par-
ish began on Sunday, September 19th. However, the
planning for this event began 6 months ago. At that
time, The Redemptorist Parish Mission Preaching Team
of the Denver Province was contacted. This required a
meeting between the Redemptorists and the St. Gabriel
Mission Committee. Two Redemptorists who are based

in Chicago, Illinois were assigned to come to St. Gabriel
Parish

These men were Father Robert Halter, C.S.s.R. and Fa-
ther Daniel Aigbona, C.S.s.R. Father Bob had con-
ducted St. Gabriel’s first parish mission in 2001. Heis a
native of Wagner,
South Dakota, was
professed as a Re-
demptorist in 1965
and ordained in 1970.
He is fluent in Span-
ish and also conducted
the Spanish mission,
which was to follow
the English version
here. Father Danisa
native of Nigeria,
where he served as a
seminary Philosophy professor before being called to the
priesthood. In June he came to the United States to
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learn how things are done
here. He has a very dy-
namic style of preaching.
Both men used humor
and storytelling to get
their points across.

For St. Gabriel’s part, ! ! @
Connie Gorman, mission

chairperson, began work- i‘.,

ing with a team of hun- '

dreds of fellow parishion-

ers to make things ready.

This included among many other things, serving re-
freshments at the end of each night of the mission and
organizing several choirs to perform

Each night of the mission had a symbol and a topic.
These were:

Day Symbol Topic
Sunday Water Baptism
Monday il Confirmation
Tuesday Ashes Reconciliation
Wednesday The Cross Holy Spirit
Thursday Bread & Wine Eucharist

Each evening, one Redemptorist would serve as the
preacher. Father Larry Crawford served as presider
each evening. Through their varied styles, Fathers
Bob and Dan preached the Gospel and taught how each
of the Sacraments [}——--.

part in our lives.

Each visitor to the

mentioned above
plays an important
mission received on | ) i’

different nights, a AV L |
symbolic rendering =)
of the Sacrament N

which was the sub- B
ject of discussion,
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Dear Parishioners:

As we move turther into fall the pansh continues to
enjoy the afterglow of the Pansh Mission. We all need
a ghmpse of what can be tfrom tune to tume.

As everyone 1s now aware, we hured two new parish
admunistrators this summer. Mr. John Kohan 1s the
principal ot St. Gabriel the Archangel School and Ms.
Virgimia Cygan 1s our Faith Formation Director /
Youth Minister. I have asked both of them to share
with you 1n thus Newsletter theur vision tor their mums-
try at St. Gabnel.

The major thrust of the month of October will be our
annual stewardship drive which will culminate 1n our
Pledge Sunday, November 7. My sincere thanks to
the Stewardship Commussion for all the work they are
doing to make this a successful ettort this year. They,
with the help of others, have worked very hard and
gone the extra mile to make tlhus a growing expernence
for all panishuoners. I hope you will respond to the call
to take that step 1n gratitude. We sure do need it.

For many years the Youth Activites Commuttee has
had a homecoming for the football teamns. The last
couple years the Men’s Club has had a very nice pig
roast as part of the weekend ac-
tivities. In recent years we have
been working on developing an
Alumn Asscciation for St.
Gabriel the Archangel School.
This vear we are bringing all this
together. We will have an
Alumm kickball and toothall
game 1n the atternoon and all
the alumni and families will be
invited to the pig roast that evening. There will be
more detals but mark October 23 on your calendar.
Please let all families and triends ot 5t. Gabriel know
of the homecoming events.

Please remember our dead on November
. 1 and 2. One of the really beautitul tradi-
tions of the Catholic taith 1s All Saints Day
« and All Souls Day. I hope you join us 1n
worship as we remember all the dead es-
pecially members of your tamuly and re-
member the practice of visiting the ceme-

AllSaints' Day tery dunng the month of November.

Fy. Larry Crawford
Pastor

This 1s an exciting time for the St. Gabriel Stewardship
Commission, St. Gabriel has been chosen to participate in
the pilot program of the Mission Enhancement Initiative.
The program focuses on the development of Parish Stew-
ardship. Itis not a fund raiser or a capital campaign, but
rather a program to raise awareness and a campaign to teach
the meaning of true stewardship to the panshioners of St.
Gabriel.

Stewardship is not a program. Itis a way of life, an attitude

of the mind and heart that is expressed in action. Christian
stewards are women and men who acknowledge God as the
owner and giver of all things. We are called to be stewards

of all God’s blessings- both material
and spiritual.

The primary objective of the Mis-
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sion Enhancement Initiative is to m
provide parishes with a way to teach T[] AP [
stewardship principles, while also — T <D [l
T 1]

encouraging them to experience
stewardship in action. Each of us
will be challenged to reflect on m
God’s blessings and then prayerfully =[] K »or>: M |
consider how God wants us to use them for service through
the panish. Together, we will learn the principles of Stew-
ardship.

Many people will be directly involved in the administration
of the program and the entire parish will be asked to partici-
pate In special events to help raise awareness. There will
also be gatherings to celebrate our success in Growing Stew-
ards.

Many, many of our parishioners are already good stewards,
but still might not really understand how stewardship really
affects our lives and the lives of everyone around us. 'This
will be a great spiritual and educational journey for the en-
tire parish. 'We hope all of the panish will join in the
exciterment.

Coming Soon!

St. Gabriel Pictorial
Directory

Have you scheduled
your sitting?

For more information contact
Kristine Gorman at 291-8423







