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By Rebecca Braganza 
A Ruby Anniversary!   That is what Fr. Larry P. Crawford 
will be celebrating on May 1, 2006.  Reaching such a mile-
stone is not a small feat.   What did it take to get here? 
Fr. Larry Crawford was born in Owensboro, KY on July 
26, 1940.  He was one of four children in his family.   His 
father moved the family to Tell City, IN in 1943 to take a 
job at Kinrad Corporation, which made radio tubes.   For 
a person that did not have a high school edu-
cation, Fr. Crawford’s dad was wise enough to 
know that education was important.   He was 
determined that his children would be edu-
cated so after the war, he moved the family 
yet again, this time to Indianapolis, IN.   Fr. 
Crawford began his education at St. Catherine 
Grade School on the south side of Indianapo-
lis.   For high school he was sent to St. Mein-
rad Seminary.   While at St. Meinrad, he com-
pleted a Bachelor of Science degree in Biology 
and his theology studies.   In all Fr. Crawford 
was at St. Meinrad for twelve years.   When asked when 
he received his call, he does not recall any specific mo-
ment or event.   He does remember, however, as he puts it 
“The week before my ordination, I had a serious conversa-
tions with myself.”   The Holy Spirit was obviously at 
work and Fr. Crawford was ordained as a priest for the 
Archdiocese of Indianapolis on May 1, 1966.   At that time 
the Archdiocese required priests to be able to teach school, 

so Fr. Crawford began to pursue graduate studies in Biol-
ogy at Notre Dame. 
The first assignment that Fr. Crawford received was as 
the Assistant Pastor at Holy Spirit Eastside in Richmond, 
IN.   This assignment lasted for 2 ½ years.   As we all 
know, Fr. Crawford is not content to do just what is nec-
essary and so while in Richmond, he accepted responsi-
bilities as the Deanery Director for Catholic Youth Or-

ganization (CYO) and the Chaplaincy 
at Richmond State Hospital. 
Fr. Crawford’s first term at St. Gabriel 
the Archangel began in 1971.   He 
worked under the leadership of Fr. 
Larry Frye.   Fr. Crawford respected 
Fr. Frye and they developed a good 
friendship in addition to a great work-
ing relationship.   His performance at 
this assignment and the previous one, 
gave the Archdiocese the confidence 

that he was ready to be in charge of a parish. 
Holy Trinity, a church of Slovenian roots, on the west 
side of Indianapolis was the chosen assignment in 1976.   
I believe that this pastorate was the one that Fr. Craw-
ford is most proud of to date because he was able to lead 
to church into new directions for growth and vitality.   
When he arrived at Holy Trinity, the school had just been 
closed and the notion was that he was there to close the 
parish.   The church had so much of its identity tied to 
the school that they did not know how to exist without it.   
The next nine years would move the church into new 
ways of being.   It began with a lot of empty building 
space - a large school building and a convent.   Fr. Craw-
ford saw this as an opportunity to increase this church’s 
influence in the community beyond its doors.   There was 
a fledgling daycare at Holy Trinity of about 10 kids.  Fr. 
Crawford asked a mother of 8 kids if she would consider 
taking on the daycare.   She agreed, did it for twelve 
years and built it up to about 200 children.   Part of the 
empty convent building was rented to a local barber col-
lege to keep the building used and provide some addi-
tional resources to the church.   At this time it also hap-
pened that the office of Catholic Charities had flooded 
and they needed a new home.   They rented that part of 
the convent that was not being used by the barber college 
students.  With the convent fully occupied now, the next 

(Continued on page 7) 

“People can be your 
greatest pain but  also your 
greatest joy” 

Fr. Larry Crawford 
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From Whence We Came   
Our Legacy of History 

By Joan Bowman 
The year was 1961.   My husband Dave was discharged 
from the Navy and we moved from New York City to Indi-
anapolis with our two young sons.   I’ll have to admit 
(being a city girl that I am), I felt rather lost at first.   Indi-
anapolis seemed very “country” to me, compared to the 
sights and sounds of the big city. 
Dave and I rented one half of a double in Valley Mills.   At 
the time I attended Mass at St. Ann Church on Holt Road 
and also at St. Anthony.   A year later friends of our bought 
a house and talked us into buying one, too.   And so we did. 
The big selling point was the fact that a Catholic church 
was to be built on west 34th street.  Since I didn’t drive I 
could walk to church every Sunday with my children in 
tow.   I did this for ten years.   We only lived down the 
street. 
After St. Gabriel church was built, I registered but was not 
involved until 1988, when I went on the renewal.   The 
Lord sure changed my life from that point on.   I joined the 
Women’s Club, the Welcoming Committee and was an 
Usher/Greeter.   Presently, I am on the St. Gabriel Herald 
staff and the Bereavement Committee.   I work on all the 
church mailings and do the laundry each week for Fr. 
Crawford and Monsignor Easton. 
The Bowman family subsequently added three more chil-
dren to its ranks.   We now have three sons and two daugh-
ters.  Dave passed away in March 1998.   He loved St. 
Gabriel and became a Catholic in 1991. 
The people of this parish have given me so much love and 
support, I couldn’t be happier being a member and plan to 
always remain here. 
Incidentally, I now have a driver’s license! 

Dear Parishioners: 
As you receive this newsletter there are many things in 
high gear in the parish.  Spring is always a busy time of 
year.  A time of new life and hope! 
We are still in the midst of our Capital Campaign. As I 
have said I know there are lots of different ideas. And we 
are trying to listen.  But hopefully we will get our 2.1M and 
be able as a parish to move forward.  One parishioner was 
talking to me just this morning. She was saying how ini-
tially (when the talk about a new church began) she was 
not sure she was in favor.  But as she has thought about 
and experienced the grade school using the cafeteria for a 
gym (it is so noisy!), and finishing a meeting and having to 
get our in a hurry for the next group ---we need more space. 
On May 1 I will celebrate 40 years of ministry in the priest-
hood. Else where in this newsletter is an interview Rebecca 
Braganza did with me. Has it occurred to you I am or-
dained almost as long as St. Gabriel has been a parish!  I 
hope many of you join in the celebration on May 21. We 
need to give thanks to God and party! 
May 6 is First Communion.  That is always a special day in 
the life of a parish.  Not only is a big day for the First Com-
municates and their families, it is special for all of us.  It is 
a great occasion to ask ourselves how much we really ap-
preciate this great gift of God.   And do we show it by 
weekly attendance at Mass with reception of Communion. 
Don’t forget the 500 Race and all the excitement attached 
to it. The start of race has been moved back to 1:00p.m. We 
will try one Mass at 7:30a.m 
Graduation is always special. But for me it really high-
lights all the work and sacrifices so many people make to 
make St. Gabriel School happen. It takes devoted parents, 
volunteers, and a lot of interested people. We are always 
grateful to all the volunteers.  But I wonder how many of 
you know all the volunteers.  I bet you think that Kathy 
Souter is a teacher’s aide in the Kindergarten.  She is; but 
she is a volunteer. Kathy has been a full time aide as a vol-
unteer for years.  Please thank her. 
Mary LaBuz is on her maiden voyage as chair of the festi-
val.  Most of the crew is the same; but with Mary now in 
charge and her husband Stan moving to finances that left 
open the Personnel position.  Marcie Dowden has stepped 
into that position. We really need more volunteers for the 
festival. The first couple years it was very exciting as we 
launched a new venture. Now that initial excitement is 
over. But the need for help is as great if not more so.  We 
need you. 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Larry P. Crawford 
Pastor 

 

From the St. Gabriel Herald 
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Home and School Association 
By Stephanie Marr 
As you walk through the halls of St. Gabriel School, 
there is a force at work to make the school the best it 
can be.  That force is the Home and School Association.  
Many may ask what is the Home and School Associa-
tion?  Every teacher, staff member and parent is a mem-
ber of Home and School.  In addition, there is an execu-
tive board: President, Vice President, Secretary, and 
Treasurer.  Those four individuals are responsible for 
carrying out Home and School policies and overseeing 
all the activities it supports. 
Over the past year the Home and School has revamped 
it’s mission to become the main communication link be-
tween the home and the school.  Parents are encouraged 
to attend the monthly meetings to share their concerns 
and ideas.   To further its mission the Home and School 
seeks out parents to become room parents for each class-
room.  Room parents play a vital role in the success of 
the Home and School Association.  They serve as the 
first link in the communication chain between the par-
ents and the school. 
Even though its main focus has changed, fundraising is 
still an important function of the Home and School As-
sociation.  The Home and School through fundraising is 
able to support many activities around the school that 
benefit both the family and the staff.  Every year Home 
and School allocates $200 to each teacher to be used to 
purchase supplies for their classrooms, which the school 
does not supply.  Over the past years Home and School 
has been able to purchase much-needed desks and 
chairs for the classrooms.  Two years ago new tables and 
stools were purchased for the Art room.   
In addition to the many school improvements, the Home 
and School Association sponsors many social events 
geared toward bringing school and parish families to-
gether.  These events include dances, skating parties, 
the Reverse Raffle, Breakfast with Santa, the Christmas 
Feast, and the Fish Fry.  The Home and School is also a 
big proponent of student enrichment such as the Annual 
Poetry Festival, which gives students the chance to 
memorize and recite a poem, while adding their own 
personality into the rendition.  In the past we have fi-
nancially supported the Music program, Art program 
and new this year, the Drama Club. 
As you can see the Home and School Association is a 
very active facet of St. Gabriel School.  None of what we 
do would be possible without the support of all our 
school and parish families.  I would personally like to 
add that being part of the Home and School Association 
has been a very pleasurable and enriching experience.  I 
care deeply about the school and like having an active 

Mark Your Calendars 
St. Gabriel Annual  

International Festival 
 

June 9, 10 & 11 
Food, Fun, Rides, 

Games! 
Bring your family, friends and 

neighbors. 

role in its success.  The teachers are always willing to 
voice their appreciation and it is very joyous to know 
that our work is noticed and appreciated.  When asked 
what the Home and School meant to them as a teacher, 
Sarah Watson, fifth grade teacher said “To me, the St. 
Gabriel Home and School means an opportunity for par-
ents and the school to work together on joint projects, 
like the Christmas Feast.  The Home and School does 
countless things for the teachers of the school.  They 
make us feel appreciated and loved.”  Second grade 
teacher, Robyn Spurgeon added, “St. Gabriel Home and 
School means the physical, emotional, and financial 
support of our school.” 
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Kudos to Our St. Gabriel Students… 
By Marcia Dowden 

St. Gabriel School has some great 
news to share! Laura Zetzl, a 

proud member of our eighth grade 
class, had the highest score on the Car-

dinal Ritter Placement Exam.  Laura was 
awarded a $4,000.00 scholarship for this 
achievement. Special congratulations to 

Laura and her family.  Congratulations to Luke 
Schumacher who has been awarded ”The Award of Dis-
tinction” from Cardinal Ritter High School.  Luke is among 
a group of outstanding students who have distinguished 
themselves through character ad service to school parish 
and community.  Luke has been awarded a $500 scholar-
ship.  Congratulations to Luke and his parents!  
This year, during Catholic School’s Week, we had our an-
nual poetry contest at St. Gabriel School.  Our finalists 
presented so many wonderful poems that the judges had to 
choose two overall winners.  Congratulations to Amber 
Ferrari and Elizabeth Bain for winning this contest.  
The girls’ names will be placed on the plaque in the school 
cafeteria. 
Several students from St. Gabriel School have recently had 
their artwork submitted for the Symphony in Color Con-
test.  We wish Shelby Herkless, Ali Ford, Dalton 
Gunter, Kerstin Deckert, Armon Siadat, and Vicky 
Ngo much luck in this contest. 
Each year during Catholic School’s Week, Cardinal Ritter 
High School holds the West Deanery Art and Spelling Con-
test.  This year we had two winners from our school in the 
art contest.  We would like to congratulate Joshua Men-
doza and Nicolas Tran for winning this contest.   The 
boys’ work will be framed and placed in the hall by the 
school office. 

Saint Gabriel the Archangel Victory 
Tournament  
 By Patrick Pearsey 
The Saint Gabriel Gators 5th/6th Grade team lost their 
first 8 games of the season, continuing a losing steak, 
which began last year for the players and coaches.   Due 
to CYO rules, if a school only has enough boys to field 
one team, that team is classified as an “A” team, mean-
ing they will be scheduled against the finest teams 
fielded by other schools, most of whom had enough 
available players to have a “B” and “C” team as well.  
Thus, the Gators had a tough season ahead of them in 
2005-06. 
Coach Charles Pearsey developed and planned a tour-
nament for other teams in the same situation as the 
5th/6th grade boys, namely winless and with little hope of 
beating other “A” teams.   Three other teams accepted 
invitations for the tournament, which was played at 
Holy Trinity’s Bockhold Hall, January 28, 2006.   The 
tournament was set up so that the loser of each game 
would advance to the next round, while the winners 
were eliminated.  In this way, 3 of the 4 teams would 
win their first game of the season.  The teams matching 
up in the final game would have a pizza and cake party.   

St. Gabriel lost in the 1st round to Christ the King, 38-13 
while St. Michael lost to St. Thomas Aquinas.   St. 
Gabriel (0-9) and St. Michael (0-8) advanced to the final 
round.   St. Gabriel stayed close to St. Michael but were 
down, 11-5 when the first half ended.  St. Gabriel’s 
shooting was 1-23 from the field.   
When the 2nd half started, St. Gabriel’s players kicked 
into high gear.  They hit two quick baskets to make the 
score 11-9.   St. Gabriel then continued the run, going 
ahead 15-13.  This was the first time they had led all 
season.   This came about due to excellent passing by 

(Continued on page 7) 

Easter Season Movies 
During Easter, you can count on seeing a number of 
religious oriented films on television.  The following are 
the top rated religious movies, based on the voting of 
members of the Internet Movie Database, on a scale of  
one to ten, 10 being the highest.  Some of these films 
are available at the Marion County Public library as 
well as the St. Gabriel Media Center.  

Jesus of Nazareth (1977) (mini) 8.5/10 
Ben Hur (1959) 8.1/10 

The Ten Commandments (1956) 7.7/10 
The Passion of the Christ (2004) 7.3/10 

King of Kings (1961) 6.8/10 
The Robe (1953) 6.7/10 
Barabbas (1962) 6.6/10 

Demetrius and the Gladiators (1954) 6.4/10 
The Greatest Story Ever Told (1965) 6.2/10 

 Source:  Internet Movie Database Inc 
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General  suggestions, story ideas, or writing and editing help are al-
ways welcome.  Please feel free to contact any one of the newsletter 
volunteers:   
Joan Bowman at 293-0508         Patrick Pearsey at 293-7801 
Rebecca Braganza at 273-0967       Charlotte Tsareff at 297-0396 
Sr. Timothy Kavanaugh at 299-9842  
Margaret Kennedy at 291-5694      
Rosie Killilea at 299-4272      
 
 

All submissions to The St. Gabriel Herald will be edited 
for brevity and clarity, punctuation and spelling. 

Faith Formation 
By Teresa Keith 
I would like to recognize the catechists who have helped 
make the Sunday Morning Religious Ed program a suc-
cess this year.  It’s a major commitment to be here every 
Sunday morning to guide the students in their spiritual 
growth.  I express my sincere appreciation to all of them.  
Nina Rondinella, Melissa Campbell, Kristina Locke, Sarah  
Thompson, Colleen Murphy, Anita Walton, Janice 
Thompson, Sheila Tate, Dee Carey, and substitutes:  An-
drew Hasara and Stephanie McCalley.  Thank you to the 
CLOW catechists (Children Liturgy of the Word) Lori 
Brown, Dawn Gray, Donna Hacker, Krissy Gorman and 
Denise Rusler.  Both groups are led by Tina Ward who is 
dedicated to make the ministry the best it can be. 

Sunday Morning Religious Education (SMRE) has 112 
students registered.  Fifty-eight of these students are 
scheduled to make their 1st Eucharist on May 6th   There 
will be two celebrations:  10:00 A.M. Mass in Spanish and 
a 200 P.M. Mass in English. 

Have you been watching the bulletin board in the lobby? 

Youth Ministry has had a gangbuster year!  Five high 
school students attended the National Catholic Youth 
Conference.  Five junior high students attended the West 
Deanery Junior High Rally.  Six middle school girls at-
tended the Princess Retreat.  Six junior high students at-
tended the Archdiocese Junior High Rally.  Twelve high 
school students attended the Archdiocese High School 
Rally. 

Three young adults attended the First Regional Encuentro 
Meeting for the Hispanic Youth and Young Adult Minis-
try.   A Spanish Youth group meets weekly for Bible Study 
led by Mario Soberances. 

What a year! 

By Rosie Killilea 

Volunteering is a blessing from God!  Those are the 
words of Molly Sedam, an 18 year member of St. 
Gabriel’s.  She involves herself with her church as 
well as her community and leads a life filled with 
the joy of giving back.   Molly loves music.  She can-
tors at the 7:30am Sunday Mass  and sings with 
the choir at 11:00 am.  Singing praises to God from 
her heart  is a special form of prayer for her.   Molly 
helps in the school cafeteria a couple  days a week 
(more if needed).  She cleans tables, helps set up, 
washes dishes.  She’s especially good at stirring big 
pots and loves serving “the sweet little cherubs” as 
she calls them.  She also enjoys working the 
school's garage sale.   She sees our annual Interna-
tional Festival as a wonderful way to have fun and 
evangelize at the same time.  She likes to work  the 
German food booth where she’s been known to give 
out extra dabs of sauerkraut.   Molly and her late 
husband volunteered together at the Hawthorne 
Center near Washington High School for 24 years  
where they served meals to seniors.   In addition, 
Molly holds a special place in her heart for our mili-
tary.  She works at the airport USO, United Service 
Organization, once or twice a week where she 
serves, encourages and appreciates our troops.   
She says “They go off as innocents and come back 
as men and women that have experienced so 
much.”   Although she’s volunteered most of her 
life, Molly has been on a long journey since losing 
her husband, Harold.   Her volunteer work keeps 
her life busy and meaningful.   Thank you, Molly, 
for all that you do!  St. Gabriel International Cookbook 

Gather your favorite recipes, especially old family 
recipes, and consider submitting them to “The St. 
Gabriel International Cookbook.”  This book is in 
the planning stages and will 
highlight the best of ethnic 
foods from our diverse par-
ish community.  It will be 
ready for the 2007 parish 
festival.  Proceeds will bene-
fit our youth. More informa-
tion will be forthcoming. 
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With Fond Memories 
A tribute to those parishioners who have recently died 

By Rosie Killilea 
BOB HORNSBY    
He lived by the golden rule and taught his children and 
grandchildren to live that way too.  Bob was a man of in-
tegrity and known for the kindness he extended to others. 
He always wore a smile and never met a stranger.   While 
serving with the Army during the Korean War, Bob con-
verted to Catholicism and married Muriel, his high school 
sweetheart.  He was a man of strong faith who prayed to-
gether with his wife.   He served as an usher at church for 
many years.    Bob worked in sales for Kraft Foods.   He 
was transferred from Michigan to Indianapolis in 1965 and 
settled his family in St. Gabriel Parish and School.  He 
loved to work in the yard and ride his mower.  His lawn 
was the best on the block.  He was quite an Indy and NAS-
CAR racing fan and enjoyed attending races here, in 
Michigan, Pocono and Daytona.  He doted on the grand-
kids and his great grandson, Joshua, was the apple of his 
eye.  Life was all about his family.   Bob developed Alz-
heimer’s Disease five years ago and died of pneumonia 
January 20, 2006 after 55 years of marriage.   In addition to 
his wife, Muriel, daughters, Pamela Blakely and Konnie 
Kreigbaum, son, Robert W. Hornsby, six grandchildren 
and one great grandson survive him.  
BOB MARTIN    
Bob was a long time member of St. Gabriel’s and lived just 
around the corner from church.  He loved the Men’s Club.  
The camaraderie he developed with fellow members was a 
special part of his life.   He was a bookbinder for H and H 
Book Binding where he lost his hand in an industrial acci-
dent.  He used a hook but it never stopped him.  He even 
took up golf using a special club his son had designed for 
him.   Bob was loving, joyful and always cheerful.  He en-
joyed his grandchildren and he enjoyed his pipe.  He had 
quite a green thumb and grew beautiful flowers. He was 
devoted to his wife, Rosemarie, who was very sick for 
many years. He tenderly cared for her and did all he could 
to make her life comfortable.   Some time after Rosemarie 
passed, Bob became reacquainted with Joann.  They were 
childhood friends and had grown up across the street from 
each other.  The friendship grew.  They married and en-
joyed cruises and cross-country traveling.   Bob beat pan-
creatic cancer seven years ago. It came back, however, and 
he died December 13, 2005.  In addition to his wife, Joann, 
his son, Jeff Martin and his wife, Annette; daughter, An-
gela Stewart; grandchildren, Justin and Keith Martin and 
Ashlee Stewart and great-grandchildren, Karissa and    
Alexandria Martin, survive him.  

FIRST NATIONAL ENCOUNTER FOR  
HISPANIC YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT MINISTRY 
By Mario Soberanes  
It is a pleasure to have an opportunity to write this article 
about the long process of the “Encuentro for Hispanic 
Young People” (Encounter). This long process began with 
the parochial encounter in the summer of 2005 in every 
parish, involved in Hispanic ministry throughout our local 
Archdiocese. It was also being experienced in many Catho-
lic parishes in the United States.  An event will be held in 
this coming June at Notre Dame University as part of the 
continuing national vision of  the Encuentro. 
Last November, the Archdiocesan encounter was held in 
Bloomington, in which 60 young adults and 40 teenagers 
from more than ten parishes participated. It was a won-
derful experience! Equally important, was the opportunity 
of meeting many of the young people from these parishes 
as we discussed topics and shared ideas on how to con-
tinue creating new ways of broadcasting the information  
about the Encuentro in order to develop a national pas-
toral plan the Church as whole may use. 
On a more regional level, we had the Encuentro which 
took place in Grand Rapids, Michigan. There we had the 
opportunity to participate as a Hispanic Archdiocesan 
community.  Twenty-two young adults from around 10 
parishes were present and we interacted with 21 dioceses 
from the Midwest region. The region covers five states 
which are: Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Ohio and Wisconsin 
(Episcopal Regions VI & VII). We were excited to be part of 
those twenty two people who represented our Archdiocese.  
It was a wonderful experience of socializing, praying, 
learning, and getting to know other parishioners, priests, 
and even bishops, who shared the same vision on Hispanic 
ministry. 
The next encounter is going to be a national event and we 
hope to be present to once again represent our Archdio-
cese. As an organizer of these events, I plan to be present 
and hope to have several others attend with me as well. It 
has always been a pleasure to participate in such events 
and I look forward to participating once again as way to 
serve the young people of our community. 
The theme for this encounter is “Weaving the Future To-
gether”.  This encounter has a national resonance because 
we will be together at Notre Dame University in June as 
we move forward in our desire to learn, share and apply 
our pastoral skills to better serve the needs both young 
and adults in our Archdioceses. As such, our parish com-
munity continues to participate in the process at the na-
tional level.  
Once again, I am grateful for this opportunity to able to 
briefly share these experiences of the ‘Encuentro.” Please 
continue to pray for the youth and young adults not just in 
our local community, but throughout the world: they are 
the future of the Church.  
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project was the school.   The brand new concept adult day-
care emerged.   After much study, hard work and grant 
writing, Holy Trinity Place, the first free standing adult 
daycare facility in the Midwest and the first adult daycare 
in Marion County, opened its doors in 1980.   It is still in 
operation today, as part of Catholic Charities, serving 
about 35 clients daily.   Another important development 
during his pastorate at Holy Trinity was the founding of 
WESCO the neighborhood association by the parishion-
ers.   Fr. Crawford served as its president.   When the 
Catholic Center was completed, Catholic Charities moved 
out of the building at Holy Trinity and it was turned into 
a shelter for battered women and their children.   Of 
course, this fact was not advertised due to the nature of 
this ministry.   The church celebrated its Diamond Anni-
versary, 75 years, while Fr. Crawford was serving there.   
It was celebrated with a special Mass celebrated by the 
Archbishop.   Again, Fr. Crawford made an impression on 
the leadership of the church.   That impression landed 
him his next assignment as Director of Pro Life Activities 
for the Archdiocese. 
Before starting this assignment Fr. Crawford took a week 
to this office in other dioceses around the country.   Con-
trary to popular belief, the Office for Pro Life Activities 
does not just deal with abortion issues but runs the gam-
bit of life issues.    For instance, when the U.S. invaded 
Iraq in 1990, it was the responsibility of this office to have 
the position of the Catholic Church on a Justifiable War 
in the hands of those serving the Archdiocese so it could 
be communicated to the faithful.   Fr. Crawford held this 
position for 14 years in which time the Office of Pro Life 
Activities received national recognition and several 
awards for its work. 
As if being the Director of the Office of Pro Life Activities 
was not a full time job, Fr. Crawford also served as Pastor 
to several churches in that time - Holy Name, Indianapo-
lis, St. Mary St. Michael, Madison, St. Ann, Indianapolis 
and St. Simon, Indianapolis. 
In 1995, he was called to move the parish of St. Simon 
from its original location to a new location in Geist.   Fr. 
Crawford walked the church through a long discernment 
process and the parish council made the decision to move.   
This involved the building of a new church and the dis-
posal of the original property.   They worked with CSO 
Architects and Shields Sexton Construction to build their 
new plant which included a church, a school with three 
classrooms per grade, gym, social hall and parish offices.   
With that major task accomplished Fr. Crawford returned 
to St. Gabriel as its Pastor on January 6, 1999. 
When asked to reflect on his 40 years of service to the 
Archdiocese and the changes in society during that time, 
Fr. Crawford says he is saddened by the return to conser-
vatism.   He feels that many of the changes that people 

40th Anniversary 
(Continued from page 1) 

literally bled for in the last 50 years are being undone.   It 
is also his opinion that the leadership of the church and 
the country are encouraging this conservatism.   In per-
formance of his ministry, Fr. Crawford has drawn inspira-
tion from Pope John XXIII, who was considered an au-
thentic image of the Good Shepherd, and St. Paul, for 
whom he is named.   His other disappointment is that of 
the 10 in his graduating class only 3 are still in the minis-
try today.   He makes no secret of how challenging it is to 
meet his calling every single day, and that it is no differ-
ent than the challenges in our lives and marriages.   
Words of wisdom that Fr. Crawford shares are that peo-
ple can be your greatest pain but also your greatest joy. 
Please join the parish as we celebrate this milestone occa-
sion with Fr. Crawford and his family on May 21, 2006.  
Look for the details in the Sunday Bulletin. 

Dylan Griffith (2 assists), Joshua Mendoza (2 assists 
& 2 steals) and Derek Hamilton (2 points, 2 assists, 5 
rebounds and a steal).  Their targets during the 3rd 
quarter were James Pearsey (8 points, 11 rebounds, 1 
assist and 2 steals) and Andrew Brown (13 points & 4 
rebounds).   
Both teams gave their best effort in the 4th quarter.  The 
Gators continued to play their best ball of the entire sea-
son, stealing the ball 3 times and shooting well.  When 
the final buzzer sounded, St. Gabriel was ahead, 25-17.   
Their shooting had improved to 10 of 20 in the 2nd half.   
The Gators made only 7 turnovers this game, a sharp 
reduction in the 25 per game they averaged during the 
season.   The other Gators who 
helped earn this victory were 
Jacob Bassett (1 rebound), Fafi 
Banda (2 points, 1 rebound and 
1 steal), Dakota Gunter (1 re-
bound)  and Danny Sweeney (1 
steal).  Guard David Martin 
was out of town and was unable 
to play in the tournament for St. Gabriel.   
By all accounts, the Victory Tournament was well re-
ceived and it may become an annual event.  There was 
good sportsmanship demonstrated by all involved.  A 
small profit was made from the event, which went to the 
St. Gabriel Athletic Program.   During the 2005-06 sea-
son, the Cadets and the 7th/8th Grade teams for St. 
Gabriel combined for 5 victories and the 4th grade team 
played very competitively, a sign of overall improvement 
in the St. Gabriel boys basketball program.   

Gator Basketball 
(Continued from page 4) 
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